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	City of Indian Harbour Beach
Indian Harbour Beach Fire Department
2055 South Patrick Drive
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937
Phone (321) 773-3181  Fax (321) 773-5050
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Steps to take in a Fire Emergency
1. In the event you see or smell smoke, see visible flames, hear unusual crackling noises, suspect a possible lightening strike DIAL 911 immediately. Preferably on a land line phone if possible, cellular phones do not display the address you are calling from, land lines do and this could help the dispatcher with additional information. As calmly as possible tell the dispatcher the nature of your emergency, the address of the emergency, if there are any injuries or people/pets still inside the house. Time is a very important factor in reporting a fire. The old rule of thumb was a fire doubles in size every 60 seconds. In today’s homes fires burn hotter and faster due to the amount of synthetic materials we have inside our homes.  
2. Take immediate action to protect/evacuate your family and pets. If you can do so safely close as many doors as possible to seal off the house and contain the fire.
3. If the fire is small, such as contained in a trash can and you have a WORKING fire extinguisher and know how to use it you may attempt to control the fire. This should only be attempted if you have already dialed 911 and evacuated all occupants. Normal household fire extinguishers will only be able to contain a small fire. If you do attempt to control the fire with an extinguisher remember this acronym: P.A.S.S – Pull the Pin, Aim the extinguisher at the base of the fire, Squeeze the trigger, Sweep the extinguisher side to side pointing at the fire.

4. Once you have gotten your family and pets safely out of the house DO NOT ATTEMPT TO RE ENTER THE HOUSE! The valuables you are attempting to salvage are not worth the risk to your life. Most cats and dogs have a good survival instinct and will attempt to self rescue. Often times these pets are the first to notice a fire or smoke and notify the family. 
5. Gather your family outside in a safe area away from the structure and be ready to tell the arriving Police Officers and Fire Department personnel the approximate location of the fire if known, if there is anyone including pets missing or possibly still in the house and any other pertinent information.  After this you are encouraged to stay available for further questions but please do not interfere with the Fire Department Operations or attempt to get too close to the structure. 
6. We make every attempt to protect your valued personnel items whenever possible. Once we have deemed the structure safe we will work with you to salvage / remove items from the residence for you. 
We hope you never experience a fire in your home but in the event you do hopefully these tips will help you to be able to react quickly and protect your family. 
